
T R E N C H I N G  S A F E T Y

5 Things You Should 
Know to Stay Safe
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1 Ensure there’s a safe way 
to enter and exit.
See 1926.651(c)

2 Trenches must have cave-in 
protection.
See 1926.652(a)

3 Keep materials away from 
the edge of the trench.
See 1926.651(j)

4 Look for standing water 
or other hazards.
See 1926.651(h)

5 Never enter a trench 
unless it has been properly 
inspected.

 See 1926.651(k)
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